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Part 2A The Gospels
Directions: Read through the chapter and fill in the missing information. All the questions run sequential to the chapter. If a true/false statement is false, correct it.

Pages 190 – 191 Discovering the Good News
1. The Old English word for “__________________” is “gospel” and most references to it refer to the ____________ of what Jesus preached. He was __________________ the Galileans about how _________ was breaking into the ______________, what they should __________________, and how they had to ____________ so that they could ___________________ correctly to what God was do​ing in their ________________. 

2. Write the first verse of Mark’s Gospel here:
3. The four Gospels have always held the ______________________ of all the inspired and Sacred Scriptures because they teach about the events of the ________________________. There is no Revelation of God more _________________ or full than at the __________________________, the union of divine and human _________________ in the Person of ________________________. 

Pages 194 – 195 Similarities in the Synoptic Gospels

4. True or False? The Gospel of Matthew is the shortest Gospel and 85 percent of it very closely resembles about 50 percent of Mark, and only a slightly smaller percentage of the material in Luke’s Gospel. 

5. Why are Matthew, Mark, and Luke called the Synoptic Gospels?

6. Briefly explain three reasons why many biblical scholars believe Mark’s Gospel was the primary source for the other two?

(a)

(b)

(c)

7. Scholars theorize that __________________ and _____________ drew on a common source known as “______” because they also have in common another 220–235 _____________.  “Q” is a ____________________ document not in the form of a Gospel, but a ___________________________ of Jesus that came down to the evange​lists, in either ________________ or ____________ form. 

8. True or False? It is also noted in this theory that in addition to Mark and Q, Matthew and Luke use materials that were unique to each of them, termed “M” and “L,” respectively. 

9. True or False? It is impossible that the final editor of John’s Gospel had contact with one or more of the Synoptic Gospels because it does not rely heavily on any of them. 
Pages 196 – 198 Dating the Gospels 
10. True or False? Because there was more than one calendar in use in the Roman Empire during the time the Gospels were composed, accurate dating of events is difficult. 
11. Both ____________________________ indicate that Jesus was born while ________________________ was still alive, and historical records indicate Herod died in __________. Therefore, if Jesus was born during his reign, ________________ had to have been _____________ no later than 4 BC. 
12. The Gospel of _____________ is the easiest one to date because of a detail in Jesus’ description of the _________ __________________ in chapter _______. The ___________________ hints that there was something happening at the time the Gospel was being written: there is good reason to link Jesus’ description to the ______________________________. 

13. In AD _____ the Jews of Judea rebelled against the ___________________ due to their ___________________ governance. The _______________________ responded fiercely and reconquered ____________ with a terrible and lengthy war. Finally, in the year _____, Titus took the last standing fortress in ____________________, the Temple itself.

14. True or False? If Matthew and Luke used Mark’s Gospel as a starting point for their own writings, then their own Gos​pels must have been from sometime before AD 70. 

15. What dates do scholars generally give for the writing of the Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and John, respectively? 

Pages 198 – 200 Formation of the Gospels 
16. What are the three stages in formation of the Gospels?

17. True or False? Because the Gospel was transmit​ted in the presence of the Church and guided by the Holy Spirit, the greatest concerns about the effects of oral storytelling on the Gospels are not primarily about falsehoods or fabrications that could have surfaced when the Gospel was recounted orally. 

18. True or False? The opening passage of Luke’s Gospel points out that while he himself is not an eyewitness, he is con​cerned about rooting his own work in the words of those who are. 

19. Briefly explain the three key forms of the oral tradition.

(a)

(b)

(c) 

20. True or False? Although the four ca​nonical Gospels were composed between AD 33 and 120, preaching about Jesus based on oral traditions carried on well into the second century.

Pages 200 – 202 Authorship of the Gospels 
21. There are ancient __________________ assigning names to the four Gospels: Matthew was identified as a _________________________ called by Jesus. Mark was known to be a _________________, first of Paul and Barnabas, and then apparently of _____________. Luke was Paul’s be​loved __________________, and John was the brother of _________________ and the son of Zebedee. 

22. True or False? The connection between the four Gospels and apostolic tradition is indisputable. 

23. True or False? Because the Gospel of Matthew relied so heavily on the written testimony of Mark’s Gospel, it’s unlikely that the Apostle Matthew actually wrote the Gospel attributed to him. 

24. Ultimately, what is the best we can say about the identity of the author of the Gospel of Luke? 

25. True or False? While the Gospel of John acknowledges “the disciple Jesus loved” as its author, it never states that his name is John. 

Pages 202 – 209 The Gospel of Mark
26. Mark’s Gospel— the _________________ of all the Gospels—was the first attempt to take all the stories of the _____________________ and to form them into one ___________________, in approximately AD 66–70. It has two main parts: a long ______________________ that details Jesus’ __________________ and travels, followed by the _____________________________.

27. True or False? The author of Mark wrote in Latin, but also used some words and phrases in Greek—the language of Jesus—as well as a number of words from Aramaic, the language of Rome. 

28. Mark apparently wrote for a largely ______________ audience. The author wrote with a simple _______________ and inelegant _________________, scattered with incomplete phrases and _____________________. The literary style of Mark’s Gospel suggests that it was written from the perspective of the _______________________, living shortly after the time of ______________. 

29. Contrast Mark’s portrayal of Jesus with the ways Jesus is portrayed in Matthew and Luke.

	
	Mark
	Matthew and Luke 

	Jesus’ emotions
	
	

	Jesus’ questioning 
	
	

	Evil spirits
	
	

	The desert temptations
	
	

	Jesus’ humanity
	
	


30. Both the people Jesus ___________________ to and the peo​ple Mark wrote for appear to have been very _______________________. Jesus used ___________________ to communi​cate his ______________. A par​able takes simple items from _______________________ and throws them together with _________________ or ideas that would oth​erwise have been __________________ for Jesus’ disciples to understand. 

31. True or False? The Old Testament makes many comparisons, not unlike the parables of Jesus. 

32. True or False? In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples are portrayed as the only ones who are able to understand his parables. 

33. Briefly explain how Jesus’ disciples respond inappropriately to Jesus’ prediction of his suffering and death. 

· First prediction:

· Second prediction:

· Third prediction: 

34. Write what Jesus says about the meaning of discipleship found in Mark 10:43-45:

35. The Passion narrative takes up ___________________ of Mark’s Gospel, which suggests its great importance in the mind of the author and his _________________. It is set in Jerusalem at the time of ________________. The sacrifice of an __________________________—like the one whose ______________ saved the Israelites at the first Passover—is the _________________ for everything that happens in the course of _____________________. 

36. Mark’s version is _________. At his Last Sup​per, Jesus makes another ________________ about his suffering and tells that one of the _________________ would betray him. It is marked by a somber, even heart-wrenching sense of _______________________. In Jesus’ __________, no one comes to his defense and his own people cry out for his ___________________ and beat him, handing him over to be ___________________ by the Romans.

37. True or False? In the anguish of the moment, Jesus begins to pray Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me,” but this was not a prayer of despair. 

38. Because of vivid portrayal of Jesus as the _________________________ and the hardships of discipleship, some scholars suggest that ______________ was a likely loca​tion for Mark’s ____________________. They wonder if Jesus’ words seem to indicate both what would happen in the _______________ to the Church or are a reflection of what had ____________________________ to them as a result of Nero’s ______________________. 

39. True or False? Some scholars suggest that Mark’s community did not live in Rome, but rather in Asia Minor. 

40. What is the message of Mark’s Gospel regarding the suffering we all face in our lives? 

Pages 209 – 213 The Gospel of Matthew 
41. True or False? Matthew’s Gospel was likely written sometime in the AD 80s and, after reductions and additions, half of the Gospel is Marcan and half is new. 

42. What are some ways that Matthew’s description of Jesus’ disciples differs from Mark?

43. True or False? Most of the common material between Mark and Luke is made up of saying and parables, with very few stories or narrative to move the Gospel along. 

44. True or False? “Q” is a hypothetical source, used by both Matthew and Luke, which we don’t really know much about, except that it is strongly eschatological in its content. 

45. The approximately ______________________ extra verses found exclusively in Matthew are called the “______” source. Included in these extra verses is a ________________________ of Jesus, and the birth and ____________ stories, as well as Jesus’ appearance after the _______________________, some quotations from the ___________ ________________________, and a large amount of ____________________ of Jesus.

46. Matthew wrote about ______________ concerns, and it is dis​cernable that Matthew’s intended _____________ of read​ers was comprised of a large number of individuals who saw themselves as both Jewish and Christian. Matthew in​tended that his Gospel would help _____________________  understand the ___________________ of their faith. 

47. Why did the author of Matthew delete Mark’s explanation about Jewish customs? 

48. What are four examples of how Matthew helps his largely Jewish-Christian readers understand that Jesus was the Messiah?

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)

49. True or False? Matthew taught that Jesus was not simply another Moses— he was greater than Moses.

50. ___________________ see in Matthew’s commissioning of ____________ as “rock” not only Jesus’ clear founding of the ________________, but also his establishment of a ____________________________ headed by Peter and the Apostles and their _____________________. Jesus gives the pope and ________________ a share in his own __________________; they receive the power to ____________________________.

Pages 213 – 221 The Gospel of Luke 
51. Luke’s ________________ is dated in the 80s AD. Luke’s own ___________________ marked him as well- _________________, almost certainly from a well-to-do background. Both of his books, the Gospel of Luke and the _______________________, are addressed to a “most excellent __________________” a name that means “friend of ____________.” 

52. Luke used roughly _____ percent of the material from __________ but changed some of the _________________ to a more logical order. He was apparently _____________________ by the need to provide his own well-educated, and probably affluent ______________________ readers with the kind of orderly and ______________ narrative that would have appealed to their educated and philosophical ________________________. 

53. True or False? Luke shaped specific details of his Gospel in a way that his impoverished, Greek-speaking audience could better understand. 

54. True or False? Between the Gospel of Luke and the Epistle to the Hebrews, Luke’s writing makes up about one-quarter of the New Testament.

55. What are four examples of passages unique to Luke’s Gospel that involve the poor? 

56. The importance of _____________ is a theme that threads its way throughout the Gospel. It begins with the people gath​ered for prayer in the _________________ in Jerusalem, Jesus himself gave firm _________________ to his followers to pray and offered an ___________________ of how to pray, and Jesus used __________________ to encourage his followers to be ___________________ in prayer.

57. It’s significant that Luke focuses so much on ______________. It is extraordinary that Luke viewed the ____________________, birth of Jesus, and his _________________ through the eyes of ____________. In Luke, Jesus _________________ directly to women, noticing their _____________ and responding to them, and also had close _________________ who were women. 

58. True or False? Women witnessed the Death of Jesus, see the tomb where Jesus is laid, discover it empty, and were the first to proclaim Jesus’ Resurrection to the Eleven and the other disciples. 
59. True or False? In his Passion narrative, Luke portrays Jesus’ disciples in a much more negative light than Mark. 

60. Summarize five of Jesus’ actions that are unique to Luke’s Gospel. 

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)

(e)

61. How does Luke show his readers that their faith in the Lord was reliable? 
Pages 221 – 229 The Gospel of John 
62. What are the two major sections of the Gospel of John and what parts of Jesus ministry do they cover? 

63. The Gospel of John is popularly attributed to _____________, called the ____________________, the brother of James. According to this ___________________, he was also the author of the Book of ____________________. The Gospel, however, while never mentioning the name of its ______________, credits its composition to a certain disciple ______________________________.

64. True or False? The beloved disciple, is the only one of Jesus’ male disciples with the courage to be present at Jesus’ crucifixion and the one to whom he entrusts the care of his own Mother. 

65. Members of his _____________________ took the beloved disciple’s ____________________, and under the inspiration of the ________________________, fash​ioned them into the cohesive _____________________ of the Gospel. The process required a certain amount of ______________, done both before and after his ____________. 

66. True or False? In addition to the Gospel, the First, Second, and Third Letters of John and Revelation are all attributed to John, but sty​listic differences suggest the same peo​ple probably did not write them. 
67. These are some of the ways John’s Gospel differs from the __________________ Gospels: There are new ____________________; Jesus attends three __________________________; his teaching usually takes the form of _____________________________; it is very poetic; it uses literary techniques like ______________, plays on words, metaphors, and ____________________ language. 

68. True or False? The content of the Gospel of John focuses on the Kingdom of God and it does not stress Jesus as God’s Revelation as the Synoptics do. 

69. True or False? While the Synoptics give an uncertain impression on the length of Jesus’ ministry, in John’s Gospel, Jesus’ public ministry was at least three years in length. 

70. Circle the statement below that is false about the Gospel of John?

· The cleansing of the Temple occurs toward the end of his narrative, rather than at the beginning. 

· The Last Supper is described as taking place on the day before Passover when the Passover lamb was traditionally slaughtered. 

· Jesus doesn’t wait to give Simon his new name “Peter”. 

71. The Book of ___________ is organized around _______________ miracles. The Book of ___________ consists of two main sections: the ____________________ discourses and Jesus’ Death and _____________________. In the Last Supper discourses, Jesus prepares his ____________________ for his hour of glory, promises them the ___________________, and instructs them how to ____________ after his Resurrection. 
72. John’s Gospel is concerned with _________________ love, teaching that we are to first _______________ love, particularly as it is expressed by Jesus’ willing​ness to _____________________. The Gospel teaches clearly that the ___________ definition of love is to _________________________, as Je​sus did for us, and as we are to do for ___________________________. 
73. Give three examples of metaphors used in John’s Gospel:

(a)

(b)

(c) 

74. What does the Pharisee Nicodemus represent? 

75. True or False? In John’s Gospel the beloved disciple is often portrayed more favorably than Peter. 

76. What is the focus of John’s Gospel regarding Jesus Christ’s identity? 

77. Explain the significance of Jesus’ use of “I AM” in John’s Gospel. 

78. The ___________________ to John’s Gospel opens with a ____________ in which Jesus is identi​fied as the “___________,” always present with God, and al​ways _________. He is the “Word,” or ___________ in Greek. The “Word” described in the Prologue to John’s __________________ is not a different God. It is the _____________________ God, complete in every way. 
79. As God the _________________ and his com​plete and eternal ______________________, God the Son, consider each other, they are united in an _________________________ so great that it takes on an identity all its own, God the _______________________. God the Son and God the Holy Spirit have _________________________.

80. Summarize the three dogmas of the Holy Spirit presented here: 

(a)

(b)

(c) 

Pages 230 –  237 Acts of the Apostles 
81. A primary focus of Acts is to provide a ___________________ of events in the _____________ Church. Two Apostles are pri​marily featured: _____________ and his missionary activities in most of the first ______________ chapters, and ___________, a convert to the faith, and a _________________ to the ________________. 
82. True or False? There are many parallels between Jesus’ life in the Gospel of Luke and the events of the early Church in the Acts of the Apostles.

83. In the Book of ________________ the Spirit of God hovers over the ____________________________. In Luke’s Gospel, the Holy Spirit was present at the time of the ____________________________ of Jesus’ birth. Likewise, in Acts, the Holy Spirit hovers over the beginnings of the ____________, on the Jewish feast of ______________.

84. Which of these statements about Luke’s summary of life of the early Church is not found in Acts 2? 

· The number of Christians continues to grow as they found favor with all the people. 

· The early Christians gathered in their churches for the breaking of the bread and prayer. 

· They shared their property and possessions with one another.

85. What are examples of how the themes and events in the early Church parallel those in the life of Jesus? 

86. True or False? Remarkably, Andrew, who had been such a coward in the courtyard of the high priests, became courageous in the face of the same lead​ers, witnessing about Jesus to them repeatedly.

87. True or False? Some brief stories in Acts illustrate that the Church was not a perfect community. 

88. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus “resolutely determined to _______________ to Jerusalem,” building to the events of his ________________ and Death there. Conversely, the Acts of the Apostles goes outwards “to _____________________________, beginning from Jerusalem,” as the ________________ reaches out first to the “_________________________ from every nation.” 

89. Explain what the terms “God fearers” and “God worshippers” mean when they are used in Acts.

90. Explain why it is significant that Peter baptized the entire family of Cornelius. 

91. Some ________________ Christians actively preached that only those who practiced the ____________________, including _____________________, could be saved. This led to a consultation with the leadership in ________________ where Peter argued persuasively that the ____________________ had decided the issue by coming upon the ________________________ Gentiles.

92. Briefly describe the conversion story of Saul, also called Paul.

93. True or False? When Saul returned to Jerusalem, it was hard for the Christians to trust him, so Barnabas took a risk in placing Saul under his wing. 

94. At the direction of the ___________________, Barnabas and Paul were set aside for ___________________ work. Paul was very effective in bringing many ________________ to the faith but experienced ___________________ from many Jews, a ___________________ that would hap​pen over and over again in his ____________________.

95. The final section of the Acts recounts _______________ efforts to pro​claim the Good News to the furthest corners of the ____________. Moved by a ________________ dur​ing his travels, Paul traveled to ___________________, the first time Christianity was brought to the continent of _________________, which would be the primary _____________ of the faith for the next _____________________________ years. 
96. True or False? St. Paul was beaten and imprisoned in Philippi for disturbing the superstitions of the Greeks, but he was released when it was learned that he was a Roman citizen. 

97. True or False? The early Christians were much more successful in preaching to the Jews than with the Gentiles. 

98. True or False? Paul’s companions begged him not to go to Jerusalem because some Jews were angry at what they had heard of his preaching, and they suspected him of bringing Gentiles into the Temple. 

99. Paul was smuggled out of ___________________ due to the fear of a plot against his life. ____________ threw Paul in prison, and later decided to send him to _____________, which Paul declared as his right. While in there, Paul continued his ___________________ work in chains, waiting for his appeal to ____________ to be heard. 
100. True or False? The Acts of the Apostles ends with the ambiguous news that Paul remained in his habitation for two years, and tradition holds that Paul was finally martyred in Corinth. 
Pages 238 –  239 Strategies for Reading, Studying, and Praying the Gospels 
101. Why shouldn’t the alternations between the different Gospels surprise us nor cause dismay?

102. Explain why it is an advantage for Catholics today that the Gospels each portrayed Jesus from different perspectives. 
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