
This prayer service is best used anytime during chapters 1-7 of Encountering Jesus in the New Testament.

Prayer Service:

“Sharing Our Good News”

Needs:

· Each student should have a journal or other paper on which to write reflections.

· Soft music, if desired, for the time of journaling.

Introduction

The evangelists wrote of a Jesus who personally touched their lives in a way that would help others to have the same reaction.  Each of us is likewise called to the ministry of evangelization, telling others of the Good News of Jesus, something we can do only if we share how Jesus has been present to us in our lives.  Today we will listen to some of the original evangelists and pray that Holy Spirit will guide us, like them, to tell our Good News of Jesus Christ.

Opening Prayer

When you came among us in your humanity, Jesus,

you touched the lives of those around you, 

who then longed to tell the story of their encounter with you.

Now you continue to live among us in Word and Sacrament, 

in the presence of your priests, and within your Church.

We have been touched by your presence as well.

Send us your Spirit to help us speak 

of those graced encounters in our lives.  Amen.

Reading 1:  Acts 1: 1-11.

Luke the Evangelist wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning.

Reading 2:  John 21:20-25.

There are also many other things that Jesus did, says the evangelist John.

Questions for Reflection/Journaling

Choose any of the following questions.

1. We believe that Jesus is present to us in the Sacraments.  Has there ever been a time when you have felt close to Jesus through the Eucharist or at any sacramental celebration?

2. We believe that Jesus is present to us in the scriptures.  Has there ever been a time when you have felt close to Jesus when reading about him in the Bible or in your personal prayer?
3. We believe that Jesus is present in the person of the priest.  Has there ever been a time when you have felt close to Jesus through the words and actions of a priest or any who have spoken of Jesus to you?
4. We believe Jesus is present among all who gather in his name.  Has there ever been a time when you have felt close to Jesus while gathered with other believers or when you observed people who have helped others in Jesus’ name?
Faith Sharing

After an adequate period for reflection and journaling, challenge the students to share a time when they were aware of Christ’s presence in their lives.  You may need to set some ground rules for sharing (i.e. respectful listening, not interrupting, etc.).  No one should be forced to share.  Ask each person who shares to say at the end of his/her story:  “The Gospel of the Lord,” and ask all to reply, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.”

Closing Prayer

Holy Spirit, through your inspiration,

you have brought to us the Good News of Christ

through Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,

as well as to us through the people and events of our lives.

We are grateful for your inspiration 

and accept your challenge to bring the Good News to others.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

