CHAPTER 3




The Coming of the Messiah

Chapter 3





Jesus Christ: Son of God and Mary

Revealing the whole of God’s eternal design as reaching fulfillment in the Person of Christ 
Seeking a deeper understanding of Christ’s words and actions as well as his miracles 
Putting people in communion with Jesus Christ and, through him, leading them to participate in the life of the Blessed Trinity 

Catechesis
The education of children, adolescents, and adults in the faith of the Church through the teaching of Christian doctrine in an organic and systematic way to make them disciples of Jesus Christ. Those who perform the ministry of catechesis in the Church are called catechists.


Jesus Christ: Son of God and Mary




The Annunciation

“Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favor.”

“Look! You are to conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus.”

“The Holy Spirit will  come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God.”
Luke 1: 30–31, 35
Feast Day: March 25
Jesus Christ: Son of God and Mary




Infancy Narratives of Matthew and Luke

Jesus’ Birth and Early Years


Jesus’ identity is highlighted.


An angel foretells of Jesus’ birth.

An angel proclaims Jesus is conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit. 


He is born of the Virgin Mary, as was prophesied. 


Jesus is born in Bethlehem, as prophesied in Micah 5:1. 


Joseph, Jesus’ foster father, is his legal father. Joseph is from the house of David.


Immaculate Conception

Jesus’ Birth and Early Years

“The dogma proclaimed in Christian Tradition and defined in 1854, that from the first moment of her conception, Mary—by the singular grace of God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ—was preserved immune from original sin.” (CCC)



The Magnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 
For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. 
The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him. 
He has shown might with his arm,
dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. 
He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up the lowly. 
The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has helped Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, 
according to his promise to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 
				—Luke 1:46–55 

Jesus’ Birth and Early Years




Genealogy of Jesus

	Luke’s Gospel	Matthew’s Gospel	Possible explanation for difference
 
	Stresses Christ as Son of God, tracing Jesus’ lineage back through “Adam, Son of God” 	Stresses Christ as successor of David, following the line of kings	Illustrates different importance to the authors
	Joseph, son of Heli	Joseph, son of Jacob	Heli died fatherless and was the brother of Jacob. Jacob married Heli’s wife and thus the first born became known as Heli’s son. 
	Descended from David through Nathan	Descended from David through Solomon	David had two sons, Nathan and Solomon and the descendants converged through both lines.
			

Jesus’ Birth and Early Years






Dogma

A revealed teaching or set of revealed teachings of Christ proclaimed by the fullest extent of the exercise of the authority of the Church’s Magisterium. The faithful are obliged to believe the truths or dogmas contained in Divine Revelation and defined by the Magisterium.

The Incarnation in John’s Prologue




The Incarnation in John’s Prologue








For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. (Jn 3:16) 

The Incarnation in John’s Prologue




Justification

God’s gracious action freeing a person from sin through faith in Jesus Christ and the Sacrament of Baptism. Justification not only frees a person from sin, but brings sanctification and deep interior renewal. 

Jesus’ Early Public Life






Journal Reflection
How can understanding the four senses of reading Scripture help you to better understand God’s Word? 



Baptism of Christ

“The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” –Jn 1:32–33
Jesus’ Early Public Life



The sky opens.
A dove descends from the sky.
A voice proclaims “You are my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.” 


Jesus’ Early Public Life



	The Devil presents temptation	Jesus’ Response	Meaning
	Tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread	“One does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4)	Even human hunger could not sway Jesus from faithful commitment
	Satan challenged Jesus to throw himself from the temple and reveal his power. 	“You shall not put the Lord, your God, to a test.” (Mt 4:7)	Jesus would not be swayed to reveal God’s almighty power. 
	Satan offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world if he would worship him. 	“The Lord your God shall you worship and him alone shall you serve” (Mt 4:10)	Jesus was committed to being faithful to God




St. John the Baptist


Lived simply with few pleasures
Acknowledged by Christ as one of the last great prophets
Preached Israel’s Judgement was at hand
Baptized Jesus and recognized him as the Messiah
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” Jn 1:29b



https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/the-genealogies-of-christ
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