Disciples of Christ

A prayer service to be used with Chapter 7 of Jesus Christ: His Mission and
Ministry.

Gathering

LEADER: Dear Jesus, help us to follow your way, even as it means picking up
our own crosses and struggling with the difficulties placed before us in this
world. Be with us in our labors as we never keep the reality of your Paschal
Mystery in our hearts. We ask these petitions in your name,

ALL: Amen
The Word of the Lord (Mark 8:34-38)

READER: He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them,
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it. What profit is there for
one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? What could one give in
exchange for his life? Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this
faithless and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflect on the words of the Gospel. Answer Jesus’ question for your own life: “What
profit is there to gain this whole world while forfeiting your chance to live forever in the
next?”



The Call to Witness and the New Evangelization (based on a statement
by the USCCB Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis)

LEADER: Gracious and merciful God, we pray that through the Holy Spirit all
Catholics may hear the call of the New Evangelization and seek a deeper
relationship with your Son, Jesus.

GROUP 1: We pray that the New Evangelization will renew the Church,
inspiring all Catholics to “go forth and make disciples of all nations” and
transform society through the power of the Gospel.

GROUP 2: We pray for all members of the Church, that we heed the words of
Christ—“do not be afraid” —and strengthened by the Holy Spirit’s gift of
courage, give witness to the Gospel and share our faith with others.

GROUP 3: We pray that we may become like the father of the prodigal son—
filled with compassion for our missing brothers and sisters —and run to embrace
them upon their return.

GROUP 4: We pray that all people yearning to know Christ and the Church may
encounter him through the faithful who witness to his love in their lives.

LEADER: Loving God, our Father, strengthen us to become witnesses to the
saving grace of your Son, Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

ALL: Amen.

The Grail Prayer (page 269 of Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry)

ALL:

Lord Jesus,

I give you my hands to do your work.

I give you my feet to go your way.

I give you my eyes to see you as you do.

I give you my tongue to speak your words.

I give you my mind that you may think in me.
I give you my spirit that you may pray in me.
Above all,

I give you my heart that you may love in me



your Father and all humankind.

I give you my whole self that you may
grow in me,

so that it is you, Lord Jesus,
who live and work and pray in me.

Amen.



