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Elective Option B: History of the Catholic Church 

The History of the Catholic Church 
 

Video Title and Description URL Video Link 
1. Pentecost 

In this video Pentecost is 
discussed as a historical, 
biblical event. It also 
covers the liturgical 
meaning of Pentecost. 

https://youtu.be/FvLFQhQplKs 
 

 
2. Peter and Paul and 

the Spread of 
Christianity 
The Khan Academy gives 
a fair representation of the 
importance of Peter and 
Paul to the missionary 
efforts of the Church. It 
details the journeys of 
Paul from the scriptural 
account given in Acts of 
the Apostles. 

https://youtu.be/QSC86jWqGKc 
 
 
 

3. Peter and the Rock 
of the Church and 
Key-bearer 
The defining moment for 
Peter as the foundation for 
the Church is shown in a 
cinematic context. The 
dialogue is true to 
Matthew 16: 13-20. 

https://youtu.be/O9hQwDR3ZjI 
 

4. The Fathers of the https://youtu.be/l7v5PZgXHTY 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/QSC86jWqGKc?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/O9hQwDR3ZjI?feature=oembed
https://youtu.be/FvLFQhQplKs
https://youtu.be/QSC86jWqGKc
https://youtu.be/O9hQwDR3ZjI
https://youtu.be/l7v5PZgXHTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvLFQhQplKs
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Church 
The ‘Fathers of the 
Church’ are introduced in 
this video. The early 
centuries (100AD-800AD) 
of the Church had 
teachers who wrote down 
their teachings. These 
writings help to form the 
Deposit of Faith. 
 

 

 
5. Doctors of the 

Church: St. 
Athanasius 
Scholars give a 30-minute 
overview of the life and 
teachings of St. 
Athanasius the defender 
of Christological orthodoxy 
against the Arian heresy. 

https://youtu.be/6Ep3hd_2Epo 
 
 
 

6. Christianity in the 
Roman Empire 
The Khan Academy gives 
an accurate and fair 
presentation on the 
spread of Christianity 
before and after the rise 
and fall of Constantine. 

https://youtu.be/Z-Xzp-WMv4E 
 
 

7. Pope Leo the Great 
and Fall of Roman 
Empire 
Pope Leo the Great is 
known for facing Attila the 
Hun during the Fall of the 
Roman Empire. He talked 
him out of sacking Rome. 
This video covers that 

https://youtu.be/tH4oLYeHNxw 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/6Ep3hd_2Epo?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/Z-Xzp-WMv4E?feature=oembed
https://youtu.be/6Ep3hd_2Epo
https://youtu.be/Z-Xzp-WMv4E
https://youtu.be/tH4oLYeHNxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7v5PZgXHTY
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story as well as the many 
other reasons Pope Leo 
was great. 

 
 

8. The Christian Dark 
Ages? 
This video exposes the 
myths that Christianity 
caused the Dark Ages. It 
recovers the truth behind 
the Church’s contribution 
to scientific advancement. 

https://youtu.be/hVL0DNW6BMs?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzI
K 
 

 

9. Dark Ages: How 
Dark Were the Dark 
Ages? 
Catholic Professor 
Anthony Esolen gives a 
compelling account of the 
rich cultural, political and 
scientific contributions 
during the ‘Dark Ages’. He 
dispels many 
misconceptions about the 
Dark Ages and the Church 
of that period. 

https://youtu.be/Cqzq01i2O3U?list=PLVwbBvePrG5IcUICe7IwzpvJj8JrVK3OS 

 
 
 

 10. The Franciscans 
Everyone knows the big 
Franciscan names: Francis, 
Clare, Anthony, and Padre 
Pio. But the Franciscan 
family actually has more 
than 170 saints! Here are 

https://youtu.be/cQYnvrlK-J8?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzIK 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Cqzq01i2O3U?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/tH4oLYeHNxw?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/hVL0DNW6BMs?feature=oembed
https://youtu.be/hVL0DNW6BMs?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzIK
https://youtu.be/hVL0DNW6BMs?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzIK
https://youtu.be/Cqzq01i2O3U?list=PLVwbBvePrG5IcUICe7IwzpvJj8JrVK3OS
https://youtu.be/cQYnvrlK-J8?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzIK
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seven more you should 
know. 

 

 11. Reformation and the 
Council of Trent 

The importance and 
meaning of both the 
Reformation and the 
Council of Trent are 
discussed in this video. 
Bishop Robert Barron gives 
a balanced and thoughtful 
treatment of this critical 
time in the life of the 
Church. 

https://youtu.be/VRZK92T8k28 
 
 

 12. Doctors of the Church 
One by one the Doctors of 
the Church are given a 
biological sketch in this 
video. The importance of 
each Doctor in the times 
that they lived is also 
examined. 

https://youtu.be/OkDFUtqoaPY 
 
 

 13. The Second Vatican 
Council 

This video helps to clarify the 
reasons for Council and its 
meaning, intention and 
purpose. The video gives a 
balanced view of the Council 
by recalling the important 
documents that it produced. 

https://youtu.be/jyVq1hnxAqg 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/OkDFUtqoaPY?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/VRZK92T8k28?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/cQYnvrlK-J8?feature=oembed
https://youtu.be/VRZK92T8k28
https://youtu.be/OkDFUtqoaPY
https://youtu.be/jyVq1hnxAqg
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 14. Pope John Paul II 
In this hour long biography 
the life and papacy of Pope 
John Paul II are examined. It 
makes the case for pope 
John Paul II’s enduring 
legacy as the pope who 
shaped the post-Vatican II 
Church. 

https://youtu.be/5t2nAJ1BNe4 
 
 

  15. Five Ancient Heresies 
Alive Today 

Heretical movements were 
all the rage in the early 
Church, but that doesn't 
mean they've completely 
gone away. This video 
shares five heresies still 
being lived and professed 
today. 

https://youtu.be/TIts9ihEwfQ?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzIK 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/jyVq1hnxAqg?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/5t2nAJ1BNe4?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/TIts9ihEwfQ?feature=oembed
https://youtu.be/5t2nAJ1BNe4
https://youtu.be/TIts9ihEwfQ?list=PLIEHvf1_M4UuA0RA03q6AIQf7oxbbEzIK

