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Examples of the Pseudepigrapha



The pseudepigrapha are books that attempt to imitate Scripture but are written under pseudonyms, or
aliases. The word pseudepigrapha comes from the Greek pseudo, meaning “false,” and epigraphein, which means “to inscribe.” Thus, it means “to write falsely.” These are counterfeit writings composed by unknown authors who attempted to gain notoriety for their works by attaching the name of a famous biblical figure. Below are some examples.

Book of Enoch
“There I saw another vision; I saw the habitations and resting places of the saints. There my eyes beheld their habitations with the angels, and their resting places with the holy ones. They were entreating, suppli- cating, and praying for the sons of men; while righteousness like water flowed before them, and mercy like dew was scattered over the earth. And thus shall it be with them forever and forever.” (39:4)

Psalms of Solomon
Happy is the man whose heart is fixed to call upon the name of the Lord; When he remembereth the name of the Lord, he will be saved. His ways are made even by the Lord, And the works of his hands are preserved by the Lord his God. At what he sees in his bad dreams, his soul shall not be troubled; When he passes through rivers and the tossing of the seas, he shall not be dismayed. He ariseth from his sleep, and blesseth the name of the Lord: When his heart is at peace, he singeth to the name of his God, And he entreateth the Lord for all his house. And the Lord heareth the prayer of every one that feareth God, And every request of the soul that hopes for Him doth the Lord accomplish. Blessed is the Lord, who showeth mercy to those who love Him in sincerity. (VI)

Testament of Abraham
Abraham lived the measure of his life, nine hundred and ninety-five years, and having lived all the years of his life in quietness, gentleness, and righteousness, the righteous one was exceeding hospitable; for, pitching his tent in the cross-ways at the oak of Mamre, he received every one, both rich and poor, kings and rulers, the maimed and the helpless, friends and strangers, neighbors and travelers, all alike did the devout, all-holy, righteous, and hospitable Abraham entertain. Even upon him, however, there came the common, inexorable, bitter lot of death, and the uncertain end of life. Therefore the Lord God, summon- ing his archangel Michael, said to him: Go down, chief-captain Michael, to Abraham and speak to him concerning his death, that he may set his affairs in order, for I have blessed him as the stars of heaven, and as the sand by the sea-shore, and he is in abundance of long life and many possessions, and is becoming exceeding rich. Beyond all men, moreover, he is righteous in every goodness, hospitable and loving to the end of his life; but go, archangel Michael, to Abraham, my beloved friend, and announce to him his death and assure him thus: You shall at this time depart from this vain world, and shall quit the body, and go to your own Lord among the good. (1)

Acts of Paul
And while they yet spake thus, Nero sent one Parthenius and Pheres to see if Paul were already behead- ed; and they found him yet alive. And he called them to him and said: Believe on the living God, which raiseth me and all them that believe on him from the dead. And they said: We go now unto Nero; but
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when thou diest and risest again, then will we believe on thy God. And as Longus and Cestus entreated him yet more concerning salvation, he saith to them: Come quickly unto my grave in the morning and ye shall find two men praying, Titus and Luke. They shall give you the seal in the Lord.
Then Paul stood with his face to the east and lifted up his hands unto heaven and prayed a long time, and in his prayer, he conversed in the Hebrew tongue with the fathers, and then stretched forth his neck without speaking. And when the executioner (speculator) struck off his head, milk spurted upon the cloak of the soldier. And the soldier and all that were there present when they saw it marveled and glorified God which had given such glory unto Paul: and they went and told Caesar what was done. (V)
