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Handout 6A 

Name _________________________________

Bible Activity: Stories about Being Lost
In a small group, read the three parables mentioned on pages 155 and 166 in the text (Prodigal Son—Lk 15:11–32; Lost Sheep— 

Lk 15:1–7; Lost Coin—Lk 15:8–10). Summarize each parable and then discuss what you think each passage has to say about lifelong con-
version. Write the group’s answers here.

Parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11–32)

Summary:•	

What the parable says about lifelong conversion:•	

Parable of the Lost Sheep (Lk 15:1–7)

Summary:•	

What the parable says about lifelong conversion:•	

Parable of the Lost Coin (Lk 15:8–10)

Summary:•	

What the parable says about lifelong conversion:•	
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Handout 6B 

Name _________________________________

Small Group Discussion: Who Is God?
1. 	 Do you view God more as a God of justice or more as a God of mercy, forgiveness, and love? Explain.

2. 	 Which God do you prefer? Why?

3. 	 Do you approach the Sacrament of Penance from the viewpoint of justice and mathematics, or do you approach it from the viewpoint of 
relationship with God? Explain.

4. 	 Why do you think you have this concept?
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Handout 6C 

Name _________________________________

Journal Reflection: Conversion in My Life
Describe three times in your life when you have been called to a new conversion. How did you need to change? How did the change bring 

you closer to God and make you happier?

Conversion #1:

Conversion #2:

Conversion #3:
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Handout 6D 

Name _________________________________

Journal Reflection: Examining My Conscience
Examine your own conscience using the questions presented on pg. 161 in the section “Examination of Conscience” in the text.

1. 	 Which commandment(s) would you especially like to improve in? Why?

2. 	 Write a prayer asking God for the grace to become more like Christ in this area.



	 Handouts and Chapter Tests	 291

Handout 6E 

Name _________________________________

Journal Reflection: Feeling Peaceful
1. On a scale of 1 to 10, how peaceful, or serene, do you feel about yourself right now?

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
Great Unease 	C ompletely at Peace

2. What do you think you need to do in order to be more at peace with yourself?

3. Which do you find harder: forgiving someone else or forgiving yourself?

4. Why?
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Handout 6F 

Name _________________________________

Journal Reflection: “Peace Be with You”
Think about a time in your life when you went through a process of reconcil-

iation, either with God, with the Church, with other people or with yourself. Write 
about this experience here.

As an option, consider expressing the feeling of peace you found in a creative way: as a song, prayer, slide show, dance, poem, mobile, 
painting, etc. Be prepared to share what you have created during the prayer service at the end of this chapter.
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Handout 6G 

Name _________________________________

Small Group Discussion: Penance Practices
Read and discuss in your group what Jesus has to say about these penance practices in the following Scripture passages. Then, have one 

member of your group write a passage summary.

Scripture Passage Summary

Fasting (Mt 6:16–18)

Prayer (Mt 6:5–8)

Almsgiving (Mt 6:1–4)

How does a Christian’s motivation differ from someone who simply wishes to lose weight, appear pious, or get a charitable tax 
deduction?


