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Across

2 An early name for Palestine (6)

8 The vast desert within Palestine (6,6)

9 People trained to write using the earliest 
forms of writing before literacy was 

widespread (7)

11 Most important Israelite king who 
established a capital city, Jerusalem, and 
extended Israelite political influence across 
the Jordan (5)

12 Stories or myths about the origins of the 



earth, humans, other creatures, languages, 
and cultures (8,7)

17 A group migration or flight away from the 
homeland into one or more other countries 
(8)

18 A blending of two or more religious 
traditions. (10)

19 A prophet active among the Babylonian 
exiles who was given to occasionally 
bizarre acts to illustrate his messages (7)

20 Solomon’s ____ was designed exactly like 
the Canaannite ____ (same word in both 
blanks) (6)

21 Virtually all of the religious laws, civil 
laws, and moral principles of ancient Israel 
are codified in these five books (5)

23 This writing is the oldest reference to the 
Israelites in existence (9,5)

27 The name for the new Israelite state formed 
in the north in 922 BC (6)

29 One of the most important images of the 
Book of Isaiah (9,7)

31 A rich baptismal symbol in both the Old 
and New Testaments (5)

33 Features the same text in two Egyptian 
languages, including hieroglyphic and 
Greek (7,5)

34 Section of the Old Testament which 
consists of poetic religious hymns, stories, 
and wise advice (6,5)

37 A puppet ruler set up in Jerusalem by King 
Nebuchadnezzar (8)

39 A type of writing that features highly 
symbolic visions (11)

40 Contained the “King’s Highway,” the 
major north-south trade route of the ancient 
world (11)

41 A time between 1650 to 1550 when a 
substantial number of Canaanites invaded 
and briefly controlled Egypt (6,6)

Down

1 The Babylonian ____ represents one of the 
most decisive changes of destiny for the 
Jewish people. (5)

2 The historical, cultural, social, or political 
circumstances surrounding an event or 
record (7)

3 Judah became a vassal state of the ____ in 
597 BC (11)

4 Was to provide for the return of all 
purchased land to the original tribal 
owners, thus preventing a growing rift 
between rich and poor (7,4)

5 A “rift” in the earth that extends all the way 
from Turkey to Africa (6,6)

6 Refers to events or objects that date to a 
time before writing developed and written 
records existed (11)

7 Destroyed the northern state of Israel in 
722 BC (9)

10 The land bridge connecting two great 
civilizations: Egypt and Mesopotamia (7,8)

13 “Between the rivers” (11)

14 Early Israelite faith was based on worship 
in a ____ shrine or tent (8)

15 The earliest form of writing in which 
pictures represented words or ideas (10)

16 The name Palestine is derived from this 
other name (10)

22 An ancient form of Egyptian writing, more 
stylized than pictograms but not based on 
an alphabet (12)

24 The main feature of Israelite religion was 
the fact that YHWH was a God who ____ 
slaves (9)

25 “Second law” (11)

26 “Messengers” of God in the Old Testamnt 
who delivered messages very much like a 
royal emissary (8)

28 Called “a gift of the Nile” by the Greeks (5)

30 The earliest “writing prophet” (4)



32 Ancient Israliete ____ would lead to the 
Judaism practiced at the time of Jesus (8)

35 Worship and living by the laws of YHWH 
began as a religion among former Egyptian 
_____ and converted Canaanites (6)

36 The most popular god of the Canaanites (4)

38 The name for the new southern state 
formed in 922 BC (5)


