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canon The official list of inspired books of the Bible. Catholics count forty-six Old
Testament books and twenty-seven New Testament books in the canon.

catechesis From a Greek term meaning “instruction by word of mouth.” Catechesis is
the process of religious instruction and formation in the major elements of the Catholic
faith.

evangelist A Latin term that literally means “preacher of the Gospel.” An evangelist is
a person who proclaims the Good News of Jesus Christ. The four evangelists are the
authors of the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Gentiles A term for non-Jews or people not of the Jewish faith.

New Covenant A description of the climax of salvation history, the coming of Jesus
Christ, and the fullness of God’s Revelation.

Septuagint The oldest complete edition of the Old Testament. It is a Greek translation
of earlier Hebrew texts, probably written in Alexandria during the time of the
Ptolemaic rule over Palestine. The word itself is Latin for “seventy,” which refers to the
traditional story that seventy scholars from the Holy Land were brought to Alexandria
to accomplish the translation.

synoptic Gospels The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which, because of their

similarities, can be “seen together” in parallel columns and mutually compared.






