
Sharing the Light of Christ 
 

A prayer service to be used with Chapter 8 of Jesus Christ: His Mission and 
Ministry. 
 
Gathering 
 
LEADER: Heavenly Father, continue to shine the light of your love on our lives. 
We appreciate the graces you share with us each day. Help us to share the light 
of the holy Gospel with others. Be with us as we suffer the inevitable sufferings 
that come with being a disciple of your Son. We thank you, Father, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, your Son. 
 
ALL: Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord (Hebrews 12:1–3) 

 
READER 1: Let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and 
persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed 
on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that lay 
before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at 
the right hand of the throne of God. Consider how he endured such 
opposition from sinner, in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
The Word of the Lord  
 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Reflect on the words of the Scripture reading. How do these words apply to your life: “for 
the sake of the joy that lay before him he endured the cross”? 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord (Luke 6: 20–23) 
 
READER 2: 

And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, 
 for the kingdom of God is yours. 
Blessed are you who are now hungry, 
 for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who are now weeping, 



 for you will laugh. 
Blessed are you when people hate you, 
 and when they exclude and insult you, 
  and denounce your name as evil 
  on account of the Son of Man. 
 
Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in 
heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Gospel Reflection (from “Are You a Beatitude Person?” on page 287 of 
Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry) 
 
Reflect on the words of the Gospel reading using the following questions. Optional: Share 
one insight you gained about yourself with a classmate. 
 

Poor in Spirit 
• Do I recognize God as the source of everything in my life? 
• Do I share my gifts with others? 

Mourn 
• Do I empathize with others? 
• Do I do anything to help those less fortunate that I am? 

Gentle 
• Am I a gentle and kind person? 
• Do I respect others? 

Righteous 
• Do I really want to be Christ-like? 
• Do I do anything to grow in holiness? 

Merciful 
• Do I forgive others when they hurt me? 
• Do I show compassion when called to? 

Clean in heart 
• Do I live an authentic life? 
• Can I be counted on and trusted? 

Peacemaker 
• Do I go out of the way to solve conflicts? 
• Do I often turn the other cheek? 



Persecuted 
• Do I offer up my suffering as part of Jesus’ Cross? 
• If it was a crime to be a Christian, would there be enough 

evidence to convict me? 
 
 
Intercessions 
 
LEADER: Let us offer our prayers with the expectation that we will share 
Christ’s light with the world. 
 
For the Holy Catholic Church, for Francis our pope, ___________ our bishop, and 
for all bishops, priests, and deacons, we pray to the Lord:  
 
ALL: Jesus, let us be your light. 
 
LEADER: For our leaders, that they may promote the peace of Christ, we pray to 
the Lord: 
 
ALL: Jesus, let us be your light. 
 
LEADER: For our school community, that we work together to exemplify the 
Gospel of Christ through our words and actions, we pray to the Lord: 
 
ALL: Jesus, let us be your light. 
 
LEADER: For the sick and suffering, those who live in fear and anxiety, may 
they experience the healing love of Christ, we pray to the Lord: 
 
ALL: Jesus, let us be your light. 
 
LEADER: For our family and friends who have died, that we may continue to lift 
them up in prayer until we are all joined with you, we pray to the Lord:  
 
ALL: Jesus, let us be your light. 
 
Closing Prayer   
 
LEADER: Lord Jesus, you have asked us to follow you, to live by your words, 
and to become more like you. Help us to answer these requests and do your 
work on earth so we can share your light with others now and live with you 
always in eternal life. We ask this in your name. 



 
ALL: Amen.  
 
Concluding Song Suggestion 
Christ, Be Our Light! by Bernadette Farrell (OCP Publications, 1993, 2000) 


