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Directions: Read through the chapter and fill in the missing information. All the questions run sequential to the 

chapter. If a true/false statement is false, correct it. 

 

Page 32 Understanding the First Five Books of the Bible  

1. Catholics traditionally understand the first part of the Old Testament as “The __________________” – a word 

constructed from two Greek terms meaning “_________” combined with “___________”. It is also known as “The 

Book of ____________” because it is based on the idea that Moses was the _______________ of this material.  

 

2. Recent study has attempted to name how several historical _______________ have come together in the first five 

books of the Bible – each bringing its own language, _____________________________, and various 

interpretations of God’s __________________. These four traditions have been named: Yahwist, ______________, 

______________, and Deuteronomic strands.  

 

Pages 33 – 38 Narrative and Development of the Pentateuch  
3. What is a doublet and what is one example?  

 

 

 

4. The ____________ “God” translates to the Hebrew word “______________.” “Lord” translates to a different name 

for God: “______________”. Two of the “sources” of the Pentateuch have been named according to the 

_______________ that use those terms for God: Yahwist and _________________. 

 

5. Because the Book of _______________________ is written in a very different style, a third strand was identified 

and named “____” for Deuteronomist. Some ________________ scholars also identified a fourth ______________ 

that occasionally is present in _________________ that seems particularly concerned with ritual times of 

__________________ and uses the same phrases when these events occur.  

 

6. Genesis is filled with ____________________ lists and these passages focus on, “being fruitful” and tracing 

__________________. These were similar to concerns that  the Book of ________________, which consists 

largely of priestly _____________ about ritual, sacrifice, and ______________. Thus, the fourth strand was 

identified as “______,” the Priestly source. 

 

7. The CCC states: “Read in the light of _______________, within the unity of Sacred Scripture and in the 

_______________________ of the Church, these texts [in Genesis] remain the principal source for 

_______________ on the ____________________ of the “beginning”: creation, fall, and promise of 

__________________.” (no. 289) 

 

8. The word genesis means “__________________.” In first four chapters of Genesis there are _______ creation 

stories. The first story is the familiar “_____________ days of creation” and the setting of the beginning of the 

story is ___________. Man is created at the same moment and both male and female are said to be in the 

“_________ ________________”. 

 

9. In the second story the setting is _____________________ and the order of creation is different. The second story 

reveals God as a ______________ of humans who actually “_____________________” into man. It also names 

Adam and Eve, the effects of ______________________, and the promise of _____________________.  

 

10. Summarize the four religious truths revealed in the stories of creation.  
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11. True or False?  Besides the stories of creation, there are also two different narratives of the Fall of Man.  

 

Pages 39 – 41 How We Read the Pentateuch   

12. True or False?  No matter the various sources and human authors of the Pentateuch, Scripture must be read as “a 

unity by reason of God’s plan, of which Jesus is the center and heart.” 

 

13. What is the most important question to ask about stories, even if they are not based on historical events?  

 

 

14. Stories often teach _______________________ more powerfully than any other way of teaching. The ancient 

____________ loved to tell stories and appreciated that stories often _____________ religious lessons more 

__________________ than any other way of teaching. __________ himself was a master storyteller. 

 

Pages 41 – 43 Ancestor Stories in the Book of Genesis  

15. The ancestor stories in Genesis are divided into two main sections. What are these?  

 

 

 

16. The _________________ stories of Genesis outline the stages of God’s relationship with the ________________. 

These stages include a series of _______________ made between human beings and God. The descriptive phrase 

“be _______________________” marks the creation of humanity and is a _________________ to help the reader 

recognize the making of a covenant. 

 

17. Viewing the Old Testament as a ____________ of covenants in history allows us to come to a clearer 

understanding of the final, _______________________ established in the life, Death, and _________________ of 

Jesus Christ. In the final covenant, Jesus commands his disciples to be ________________ in another way: “Go, 

therefore, and make disciples of _______________________.”  

 

18. Summarize three important truths God’s creative actions reveal about him. 

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

(c) 

 

19. The first story of creation reveals that the human _______________ was created by God with both a body and a 

soul, and the human body shares in the ___________________ because it is intended to be the ______________ of 

the Holy Spirit. We are to regard the human body as ____________ and honor it, since God created it and will raise 

it on the ___________________.  

 

Pages 44 – 45 The Beginning of God’s Revelation  

20. With the sin of Adam and Eve, the _________________ of original holiness and original _____________ intended 

for humankind was lost. The basic ________ of sin is man’s _________________ of God and opposition to his 

_________. Original Sin was an abuse of man’s _______________ and all sin is rooted in disobedience of God.  

 

21. God immediately offered his mercy and the first promise of a Redeemer for fallen humankind. Write Genesis 1:15 

here: 
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22. The ________________ of Original Sin is an _________________________ of the faith and without it the 

mystery of _____________ is undermined. We enter the world as ________________ and need God’s compassion 

and the ____________________ that is offered through Christ.  

 

Pages 45 – 48 The Great Flood  

23. The covenant with ___________ revealed the basic precepts of the ________ and combated ______________. This 

covenant also called all people to __________________ with God and remains in force “until the universal 

proclamation of the _________________”. 

 

24. List four unique teachings of the Hebrew version of the flood story. 

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

(c) 

 

(d)  

 

25. The Hebrew flood story represents a “second ______________” story: Noah takes the place of a new “_________,” 

God made an ___________________ covenant with Noah and humankind, and God __________________ in 

history and offers his Salvation. This will be an ongoing occurrence through the __________________________. 

 

26. True or False? The story of the Tower of Babel takes place in “Shinar,” an ancient term the Bible uses for 

“Babylon,” the great empire that conquered Jerusalem and destroyed Solomon’s Temple.  

 

27. Summarize the key things taught to us about God and his will by the stories of primeval history. 

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

(c) 

 

(d)  

 

(e) 

 

(f)   

 

Pages 49 – 53 Abraham and the Patriarchs  

28. The focus of God’s ____________________, beginning in chapter 12 of ______________, changes to the story of 

Abraham who would later become the “______________ of a multitude.” The people from _____________ onward 

can be placed in the historical and _______________ setting of the Near East from ___________ to 1700 BC. 

 



 

 

4 

4 

29. Why do the stories of the ancestors describe both positive and negative experiences? 

 

 

 

30. Abraham’s journey foreshadows the one, the _______________ people will make in various stages of their 

______________, including the journey out of Egypt following the _______________. His descendants also 

journeyed in the ________________________ and St. Paul traveled all over the world to share the _____________ 

___________ of Jesus Christ, himself a traveling __________________. 

 

31. God entered into a ________________ with Abraham, assuring him that the _____________________ would come 

about and be maintained through his ________________, an early sign of the people’s faith in the _____________. 

The most important covenant in the Old Testament is God’s covenant with ___________ that includes the giving of 

the ___________.  

 

32. What were the symbols of the biblical covenants with Abraham and Moses, respectively? 

 

 

 

 

33. True or False? The Church teaches that God chose Noah and made a covenant with him and his descendants, and 

his faith in God’s promises is considered an act of righteousness.  

 

34. True or False? Even though God has blessed and made a promise to Abraham’s descendants, there are also threats 

to that promise—possibilities that the promise will not be kept. 

 

35. What are two examples of external threats to Sarah? 

 

 

 

 

36. What is Sarah’s internal threat?  

 

 

37. In the story of Abraham’s near __________________ of Isaac, the author of Genesis represents this challenge as a 

_________ of human character. One of the lessons of the story is that the ________________ do not sacrifice 

humans to their God. Christians see the story as a profound ___________________ of another “Father” who is 

anguished at the _________________________ that he “sacrifice a son on the _____________.”  

 

38. What do these stories of the patriarchs teach us?  

 

 

 

Page 54 The Blessing of Jacob  

39. True or False? The trickery involved in the story of Jacob may reflect the time when the Hebrews were enslaved in 

Egypt and used tricks and quick thinking as survival skills to deal with domineering conquerors.  

 

 

40. The stories of Jacob all involve one form of ________________ or another, and it could be argued that these stories 

represent the ____________ that Israel can at times live in _______________ with its neighbors. Part of the power 

of this story is to suggest that if Jacob and _________ can reconcile, even peace between ___________ is possible. 

 

Pages 55 – 56 Joseph and His Brothers  
41. True or False? Much of the Joseph story is based on historical events and Egyptian culture. 
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42. The _______________ stories set the stage for the main event of the Old Testament: the ________________ of 

the people of Israel by their _______________ experience and their efforts to carve out a life for themselves in 

________________. Joseph’s request leads the _________________ to the study of the Book of Exodus.  

 

43. True or False? God works through human events, making good come out of apparent evil and molding people 

according to the divine will. 

 

 

Pages 56 – 62 The Book of Exodus  

44. True or False? As with the other books of the Torah, the stories of Exodus were likely collected and edited at the 

time of the monarchy of David and Solomon, about seven hundred years after the events took place.  

 

 

45. What is one of the main themes of the entire Moses tradition?  

 

 

46. Explain the inspired message of the early chapters of Exodus. 

 

 

 

 

47. God’s name is translated into English as “______________________” and is a mysterious name because God is 

________________. But God is known by what he ____________, not by special ______________ or words. Even 

the name of the ___________________ – “Jesus,” which literally means “_____________________”– 

communicates that God is known by what he does rather than by what he is _______________.  

 

48. True or False? The idea that each plague was directed against a specific Egyptian deity ultimately must be rejected 

as contrary to what we know, both of biblical texts and Egyptian history and culture. 

 

49. True or False? The CCC states that no matter what way the story of the plagues is examined, God was the initiator 

of these events. It was in the Exodus that “God formed Israel as his people by freeing them from slavery in Egypt”. 

 

50. The purpose of the _______________ stories is to show that God’s will is for liberation of _____________ and the 

creation of a people out of the enslaved and __________________. The Israelites understood their history as a 

people in light of that ___________________. They teach that earthly ______________ cannot maintain 

oppression when God wills _____________________. 

 

51. What do the stories of the plague mainly reveal about God?   

 

 

 

 

52. When the Jews celebrate _______________, the Exodus events are made present to the ____________ of believers. 

Likewise, in the Church’s ________________, the saving events actually become _______________: “When the 

Church celebrates the ____________________, she commemorates _______________ Passover, and it is made 

present: the sacrifice Christ offered once for all on the cross remains _______________________” (CCC, 1364). 

 

Pages 62 – 64 The Wondering of the People in the Wilderness 

53. What are the so called “murmuring” stories in Exodus? What are some examples? 
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54. True or False? The number of people who wandered the desert with Moses was most likely much more than the 

traditional number of 600,000. 

 

55. What are three results of the Sinai Covenant?  

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

(c)  

 

 

56. The ___________ Covenant was a two-way agreement, with ___________________ for both parties involved. God 

agrees to be the ________ of this people, but this is immediately followed by the “_______________________” of 

the agreement for the people, highlighted by the “______________________.”  

 

57. What is the central point to understand about the Hebrew religion?  

 

 

Pages 65 – 70 The Mosaic Law Codes  

58. What three things are highly valued according to the three collections of law codes found in the Pentateuch?  

 

 

59. True or False? The emphasis of biblical laws is on guilt and punishment, not on restoration of the community and 

the maintenance of social life. 

 

 

60. True or False? It was partly the pressure of personal honor and the shame of violating themselves and their families 

that kept the Israelite society functioning.  

 

61. The Old Law is a ______________ for the Gospel and for the New Law, which is a law of _________. Love is the 

fulfillment of the Old Law as the New Law doesn’t offer any new _____________ to follow, but focuses instead on 

the _____________ and motivations we have when we act. It finds its clearest expression in the _______________.  

 

62. The _________________ Code covers mainly _______________ laws and traditions. The Book of 

_________________ also includes laws dealing with concerns about _________________ and maintaining a sense 

of “____________________,” which applied to the entire _____________________.  

 

63. Briefly explain each of these types of sacrifices: 

 

 whole offerings: 

 

 

 cereal offerings: 

 

 

 peace offerings:  

 

 

64. The ________________ believed that two things happened when people ______________. First, they were guilty 

themselves, and the ______________ was taken care of by the act of bringing the animals to the _____________ at 
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the Temple. The acts of sacrificing the __________________ and sprinkling their _______________ on the altar 

took care of the second issue—the “____________________” of the Temple itself from the sins.  

 

65. Purity laws reflected a _______________ society concerned about threats of ____________________ with foreign 

cultures. Their concerns of _________________ staying in their categories could be _________________ to 

encourage people to stay in their categories in a _____________________ society.  
 

66. During the ______________ Year, all the tribal land that had been leased, ________ to debt, or bought up by 

_____________________ landlords was to be returned to the original _____________ families. These laws show a 

radical concern for ______________________ and reflect a concern to deal with _________________________ of 

resources on a regular basis.  
 


