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Across

1 The term for home 
altars, separate from the 
kamidana, which are 
reserved for Buddhist 
worship (8)

8 Period of Japanese 
history when Japan 
moved from a 
centralized to a feudal 
form of government (5)

9 St. Francis _______ 
came to Japan in 1549 
(6)

10 Depictions of what 
animal are popular on 
Children's Day? (4)

12 The shogunate that 
aimed to purify 
Japanese religious and 
cultural traditions by 
driving away outside 
influences (8)

13 Japanese Tendai 
Buddhists focus on 
which sutra for 
inspiration? (5)

17 The Meiji creation of 
State _______ happened 
in 1868 (6)

19 Children's playthings 
that are dressed up on 
Girl's Day (5)

20 Term for a flash of 
sudden enlightenment (6)

   

   

23 Who made Buddhism
  the state religion? (7) 

25 Japan's religious 

festivals are based not 
on any specific calendar 
but instead on the four 
_________ (7)

29 Name of the festival that 

prepares for Shogatsu, 
the New Year's Day 
festival (7)

30 Japanese word for
      "festivals" (7)      

   

      

32 What bronze item is 

traditionally used for the 
kami body of 
Amaterasu? (6)

33 The school of Zen 

Buddhism that believes 
enlightenment is a 
gradual process (4)

34 The Nihon Shoki and 

this other book are the 

closest documents Shinto 
has to sacred writings (6)

Down

2 Last name of a famous 
Japanese Zen Buddhist 
scholar (6)

3 The three most 
influential Chinese 
religions introduced to 
Japan are Buddhism, 
________, and 
Confucianism (6)

4 For a long time the royal 
family in Japan claimed 
to be descendants of 
Amaterasu, the ____ 
goddess (3)

5 A paradox used in Zen 
Buddhism to train the 
adherent to abandon 
reliance on reason (4)

6 The title of the book 
Nihon Shoki translates 
to the ____________ of 
Japan, one of the most 
important texts for 

Japan's religious 
heritage (10)

7 Hina Matsuri is also 
known as what? (two 
words) (5,3)

11 Japanese name for any 
kind of spiritual force, 
power, or entity (4)

14 The Japanese adaptation 
of Chinese Tien-tai 
Buddhism (6)

15 Object into which it is 
believed the kami 
descends during a 
Shinto worship service; 
kami _____ (4)

16 Variation of Vajrayana 
Buddhism that became 
very popular in Japan 
(7)

18 Long robes with wide 
sleeves, traditionally
worn with a broad 
sash as an outer 
garment by Japanese 
women (7)

Name __________________________      Date _____________
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the kami of the imperial 
family (9)

 
22

 
Mountain that is a

 
 

sacred site for Shinto 
adherents; Mount _____ 
(4)

24 Name of the three-day 
festival during which 
Japanese people honor 
the spirits of their dead 
ancestors (4)

26 Name for leaders of 
shogunates (7)

27 The sunrise from Mount 
Fuji is called what 
special name? (7)

28 From a word meaning 

 "to serve"; a member of  
a hereditary feudal 
warrior class that served 
Japanese rulers (7)

31 A kind of gate; the most 
recognizable symbol of 
Japanese religious 
traditions (5)

21 Traditionally considered 




