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Forces in Tension
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A Major Factor Working against the Church

Directions: Explain the meaning of this statement, which reflects themes in your textbook. Circle 3 to 5 words or phrases, and in the 
space around the quote, give some examples of what each chosen word or phrase refers to.

“In effect, the 
Church was just 

beginning to form 
when she had to 
defend herself 

against both internal 
and external 

threats.”
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Dayenu

Below are the English translation and Hebrew transliteration of the Dayenu, a song that is part of the Jewish celebration of Passover, as 
described in your textbook in the section feature for section 4, “It Would Have Been Enough.”

If He had brought us out from Egypt, and had not carried out judgments against them
Ilu hotzianu mimitzrayim, v’lo asah bahem sh’fatim,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough! 
If He had carried out judgments against them, and not against their idols

Ilu asah bahem sh’fatim v’lo asah beloheihem,
— Dayenu, it would have been enough!

If He had destroyed their idols, and had not smitten their first-born
Ilu asah beloheihem, v’lo harag et b’choreihem,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
If He had smitten their first-born, and had not given us their wealth

Ilu harag et b’choreihem, v’lo natan lanu et mamonam,
— Dayenu, it would have been enough!

If He had given us their wealth, and had not split the sea for us
Ilu natan lanu et mamonam, v’lo kara lanu et hayam,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
If He had split the sea for us, and had not taken us through it on dry land

Ilu kara lanu et hayam, v’lo he’eviranu b’tocho becharavah,
— Dayenu, it would have been enough!

If He had taken us through the sea on dry land, and had not drowned our oppressors in it
Ilu he’eviranu b’tocho becharavah, v’lo shika tzareinu b’tocho,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
If He had drowned our oppressors in it, and had not supplied our needs in the desert for forty years

Ilu shika tzareinu b’tocho,v’lo sipeik tzorkeinu bamidbar arba’im shana,
— Dayenu, it would have been enough!

If He had supplied our needs in the desert for forty years, and had not fed us the manna
Ilu sipeik tzorkeinu bamidbar arba’im shana, v’lo he’echilanu et haman,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
If He had fed us the manna, and had not given us the Shabbat
Ilu he’echilanu et haman, v’lo natan lanu et hashabbat,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
If He had given us the Shabbat, and had not brought us before Mount Sinai

Ilu natan lanu et hashabbat, v’lo keirvanu lifnei har sinai,
— Dayenu, it would have been enough!



Handout 2-C continued

If He had brought us before Mount Sinai, and had not given us the Torah
Ilu keirvanu lifnei har sinai, v’lo natan lanu et hatorah,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
If He had given us the Torah, and had not brought us into the land of Israel

Ilu natan lanu et hatorah, v’lo hichnisanu l’eretz yisra’eil,
— Dayenu, it would have been enough!

If He had brought us into the land of Israel, and not built for us the Holy Temple
Ilu hichnisanu l’eretz yisra’eil, v’lo vanah lanu et beit hamikdash,

— Dayenu, it would have been enough!
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Connecting Ideas

Directions: In each box, write a 1 to 2 sentence summary of the main idea of the section. Next to each arrow, write 1 to 2 transition 
sentences from the previous chapter to the Introduction, from the Introduction to Section 1, etc. On the final arrow, write 1 to 2 sentences 
describing where you think the story of the Church is heading from Section 4 to the upcoming chapter.

Introduction

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4


