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Chapter 7 Vocabulary

call narratives Stories that describes people’s initial awareness that God wants them to do something specific. The call narratives of the prophet have five common elements: there is something mysterious and holy about the encounter; God acts first; the prophet resists; God reassures; God sends the prophet on his or her mission.
major prophets Three of the writing prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel—whose books in the Old Testament are quite lengthy.
messenger formula The opening words of a prophetic speech that attribute what follows to God, as in “Thus says the Lord” or “The Lord said.”
minor prophets The twelve prophets of the Old Testament whose recorded sayings are much briefer than those of the major prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
nabi The Hebrew word translated as prophet.
oracle A brief, poetic declaration preceded by the messenger formula, which establishes it reliably as a message from God. Some pagan religions also use oracle to mean the person who delivers the message, as with the famous Greek “oracle of Delphi.”

