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Across

3 Derived from the Greek 
word “psalter,” a kind of 
harp (6)

6 Job reveals much about 
the perplexing question of 
why God permits physical 
and moral ____ (4)

7 It is important in reading 
biblical poetry to pay 
attention to the 

relationship between the 
____ in different verses 
(5)

12 A characteristic common 
to Hebrew poetry in which 
two lines express the same 
or opposite thoughts (11)



13 Almost two-thirds of the 
entire Book of Psalms 
come from this historical 
period (6,6)

15 It’s believed that the ____ 
class authored much of the 
Wisdom literature (5)

18 This type of psalm 
expresses sorrow over 
tragedies (6)

19 Psalm 29 may be the 
oldest Psalm because its 
poetry is considered very 
similar in style to ancient 
____ poetry (9)

20 A Psalm recounting events 
from the history of Israel 
(10)

26 Sirach has been called the 
“Church Book,” because it 
was used by the early 
Church in the formation of 
____ (11)

30 David played this stringed 
instrument in the court of 
King Saul (7)

31 One popular writing style 
contrasts the behaviors of 
a wise person with those 
of a ____ person (7)

32 A major theme of 
Ecclesiastes is the ____ of 
all things (6)

33 The purpose of the 
Wisdom literature has to 
do with gaining, hokma, or 
“____”. (6)

36 God permits moral evil 
because he respects our 
____ and mysteriously 
knows how to derive good 
from it (7)

38 The poems in the Song of 
Songs refer to the love 
between ____ and Israel 
(4)

39 This book rejects the 
simplistic belief that good 
is rewarded and evil is 
punished (3)

42 Wisdom literature 
emerged and became 
refined in the Jewish 
communities living in the 
____ (8)

43 Wisdom literature was a 
part of many different 
cultures in the ____ ____ 
(6,4)

Down

1 Hebrew Wisdom literature 
focuses more on God as 
____ and on creation itself 
(7)

2 One characteristic of 
Wisdom literature is how 
____ it is (9)

4 Wisdom literature was a 
response of the Jews to 
the challenges of living as 
a ____ people in the 
ancient world (8)

5 Wisdom literature was an 
area of common ground 
between Jews and ____ 
(10)

8 It is traditional to assign 
much of Wisdom 
literature to this king of 
Israel (7)

9 An early American 
statesman who was 
fascinated with short, wise 
sayings (8)

10 Relating to the culture, 
history, or language of 

Greece after the death of 
Alexander the Great (11)

11 The Song of Songs is a 
collection of ____ poems 
(4)

14 Jesus turned to the ____ 
of Psalm 22 at the moment 
of his Death (7)

16 There may have originally 
been five “books” of the 
Psalms that coincided with 
the five books of the ____ 
(10)

17 Human ____ plays in our 
faith, though faith is above 
____ (same word in both 
blanks) (6)

21 A person venerated for his 
or her experience, 
judgment, and wisdom (4)

22 The Book of Wisdom was 
the ____ book of the Old 
Testament to be written 
(4)

23 The central ____ and 
characters of the Old 
Testament scarcely appear 
in biblical Wisdom 
literature (6)

24 The author of this book is 
identified: Jesus, son of 
Eleazar, son of Sirach (6)

25 The overall literary style 
of the Psalms (6)

27 Catholics have interpreted 
the Song of Songs as an 
____ describing Christ’s 
love for the Church (8)

28 The ____ of Wisdom 
literature is actually very 
similar to the faith of 
those today who seek God 
through their scientific 
discoveries (12)



29 A collection of short, wise 
sayings (8)

34 Some proverbs are ____, 
with little or no religious 
implications (7)

35 The title of Ecclesiastes is 
the Greek translation of 
the Hebrew word ____, 
meaning “someone who 
calls an assembly” (7)

37 Traditionally, it was 
thought that this king of 
Israel was the author of 
the Psalms (5)

40 “The ____ of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom” 
(4)

41 The standard belief of the 
time was that a ____ 
person would be rewarded 
with ____ health, material 
wealth, and general ____ 
fortune (same word in all 
blanks) (4)


